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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,13,16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okano [US 
6,763,238] in view of Mauney [US 6,484,027]. 

Regarding claims 1,13 Okano discloses a portable phone with various functional settings. 
Okano further discloses a portable phone comprising: 

- a radio unit configured to communicate with a network; See Fig.l and col. 1, lines 66- 
col. 2, line 3 

- at least one memory device configured to store application and system programs; See 
j Fig.l, element 5, and col. 1, lines 63 - 67 

- a processing unit coupled to said radio unit and said at least one memory device, said 
processing unit configured to run the application and system programs; Fig.l, control- 
circuit 1, and col. 1, lines 63 - 67 

- wherein at least one of the application and system programs include a switch for enabling 
and disabling the radio. See col. 4, lines 14-59 

Okano further discloses a method wherein the program applied to the mobile device is 
capable of controlling operation of the transmission function separately from other functions 
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such as receiving call, telephone directory, schedule manager, games etc that can remain 
effective for use. See col. 4, lines 2-7, 52-65. 

However, Okano does not disclose the portable phone to include a soft key for enabling 
and disabling the radio and further displaying the soft key on the device screen. 

Mauney, in the same filed of endeavor, teaches a method of carrying out different 
functionalities for example for turning on/off of the mobile phone using soft keys. See Fig. 4A 
and col. 13, line 34 - col. 14, line 5. Mauney further discloses a graphical user interface having a 
first soft button entitled "radio on" and a second soft button labeled "radio off and an 
enablement of the radio device is indicated by the corresponding indicators. See col. 13, lines 48- 
61. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teachings of Mauney to Okano in order to provide a 
user with greater flexibility and optimum performance. 

Regarding claims 2,14, Okano further discloses a method wherein upon disabling the 
radio, a notification program notifies the user that the radio is disabled. See col. 2, lines 12-16, 
col. 5, lines 52-56. 

Regarding claims 3, Okano further discloses a method wherein said notification program 
is further configured to give the user an option to either continue executing the application or 
system program and automatically enable the radio device or discontinue execution of the 
application or system program and leaving the radio disabled. See col. 5, lines 3-50 
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Regarding claim 4, Mauney further discloses the electronic device to comprise of a display 
screen and at least one of said system and application programs configured to generate a 
graphical user interface on the display screen having at least one soft button programmed to 
enable and disable said radio device. See Figs 4A, 4B and col. 13, line 54 - col. 14, line 5. 

Regarding claim 5, Mauney further discloses a graphical user interface having a first soft 
button entitled "radio on" and a second soft button labeled "radio off and an enablement of the 
radio device is indicated by the corresponding indicators. See col. 13, lines 48-61. 

Regarding claims 9,10, Okano further discloses a method of menu option for schedule and 
the application and system programs include a scheduling application that provides user 
modifiable start and stop times that indicate when the radio unit is to be enabled and disabled. 
See col. 4, lines 34-65. 

Regarding claims 11,12 Okano discloses a method of notifying a user of an RF enablement 
of a device comprising the steps of: 

- identifying the invocation of a mechanism requiring access to the RF capabilities and 
determining the RF enablement of the RF device; see col. 1, line 63 - col.3, line 32, 
col. 4, lines 2-51 

- prompting a user of the device if the mechanism is to be granted RF access; col. 5, 
lines 3-34 
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retrieving a user input regarding whether RF access should be granted to the 
mechanism requiring RF access; see col. 5, lines 3-34 

if the user input indicates the mechanism is to be granted RF access, automatically 
enabling the RF device and allowing the mechanism requiring RF access to continue 
and access the RF device; col. 5, lines 3-34 
- if the user input indicates the mechanism should not be granted RF access, then, 
shutting down the mechanism requiring RF access without enabling the RF device, 
col. 5, lines 3-34 

Regarding claims 15,17-20 Okano discloses a method wherein the notification program 
notifies the user of the status of the RF device by means of a display. See col. 2, lines 12-16, col. 
5, lines 52-56. However, he does not specifically disclose the display to be an airplane icon. 

It is well known in the art to display icons for indication status of the phone such as 
battery icon, signal strength icon etc. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made modify Okano to display the status of the transmission suspension using an 
airplane icon as an obvious design choice. 

Regarding claim 16, Okano further teaches a method wherein the electronic device 
according comprises a shutdown device configured to maintain the radio unit in a non-enabled 
state, maintain the processing unit in an operational state, and shut down an application program 
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that utilizes the radio unit upon a negative response to the prompt from the user. See col. 4, line 
34 -col. 5, line 13 

4. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okano [US 
6,763,238] and Mauney [US 6,484,027] in view of Graham [EP 817 447 Al]. 

Regarding claims 6-8, Okano as treated in claim 1 discloses all the limitations as claimed. 
However he is silent to teach a method wherein the electronic device comprises a hard button 
programmed to enable and disable the radio device by engaging the hard button for a pre- 
determined length of time, wherein the pre-determined length of time is less than one second. 

Graham, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a method wherein the electronic device 
comprises a hard button programmed to enable and disable the radio device by engaging the hard 
button for a pre-determined length of time, wherein the pre-determined length of time is less than 
one second. See col. 3, line 46 - col. 4, line 23. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teaching of Graham to modified Okano in order to 
ensure that the electronic device is not inadvertently turned on/off. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sujatha Sharma whose telephone number is 571-272-7886. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7.30am - 4.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Sujatha Sharma 
October 27, 2005 
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